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For the offspring of hard-charging professionals,
the family business proved an irresistible lure
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Josh Schlesinger works for a develop-
ment firm, but he doesn't consider himself
a developer. After all, he has never created a
building from scratch, like his father, Barry,
has ... or his grandfather Ralph Schlesinger,
for that miarer.

But development is in Joshs hlood, and he
knows he will develop something at soome
point, Josh works with his father and two of
his wncles at (e Schlesinger Companies,
which has been developing and owning
property in Portlaned for four generations,

That makes for a very long lineage of
development in the company's office,

Thats because in the 19508, one of loshs

great-grandfathers = also named Josh
turned a family business specializing in
clothing into a property ownership firm.
Fe had three sons, including Barry, and all
joined the company

Barry has been ot the firm since 1982, He
jolned the family company after working as
a juvenile parole officer, construction
worker and a professional fisherman.

All routes led back o the Schlesinger
Companies, Barry said. Fe came to work for
the firm because his father asked him to. It
was the same tactic Barry used on his son.

Josh says he ahways expected to work fon
the company. He can stll remember the
first land-use meeting he attended when
he was in sixth grade,

But Josh was always more inspired by the
political part of the business. That's why he
pursued. and eventually received, an under-
graduate degree in political science from
Pitzer College in California. So it was policy-
miking that almost kept him from a life of
development. After college, he worked
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Sice joindig the Gon i 2004,
losh has worked primarily in
property management. He finds it
mose fulfilling because he's abile
b CTesan |ﬁl'|ﬂ term relatonahips
with peaple. The family hos
winrked to retain tenants over the
decades, amd he wants to keep
thsat going into the fuire.

Barry. though, still likes o
dadap projects

I disveloped my fist project in
1986," Barry sabd. That was an
Instuiserial propemy. More feceri
thie two penemtions of Schlesingers
temmod o medevelop the Undtus
Crecit Unbon bulldling near Pt
Lamned St Ulnibversity, The university

Decame the building's main tenant.

Barry said he persuaded, bu
never pushed, his son o join the
compuny. He emplisized, hivey.
or, that Famdly is “very important”
o the Schlesinger Companies.

Jnsh GTeed. He aaid theres mone
pride ina family-mun business

“It's nice knowing vou have
someons lke [Barry) with the
sainie last pgame,” Josh siid

Despite the obvious tamilial
conrection, the firm downplays it
In |||.||||Ir. When people  ane
aroumncl, Tosh doesn call his futher
*Dracl® but ruther "Bary”

"(H course, Ifwe're out fishing or
eating dime, its ‘D,  Jusd
said, "But when we are in meet-
ngs with people sutside the com-
pauny, e calls me Josh and | call
him Barry.”
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